
UK University
Creative Writing

Programs

AWP Boston Booklet_Layout 1  07/02/2013  13:39  Page 1



2

Study, teaching & research opportunities at UK universities

The National Association of Writers in Education (NAWE) is a network of UK
writers and writing programs, similar to AWP, which supports the development
of Creative Writing at all levels and in all contexts, and we’re particularly keen
to foster international exchange, and help writers from overseas engage with
all that the UK has to offer.

Each year we update our online Directory of Writing Programs. At the latest
count, there were 141 institutions offering a total of 504 programs. Perhaps
most relevant for writers outside the UK is the range of doctoral degrees,
which enable writers to construct their own creative research projects. 

Full-time doctoral degrees are usually completed in three years but many
universities offer online, low-residency, part-time schedules, allowing students
to study from abroad and organize their research in accordance with other
commitments. Most UK universities additionally provide teaching roles for
doctoral students during the course of the degree and many institutions have
exchange networks with other European universities.

Some Masters level degrees offer similar low residency opportunities. You
can study short fiction, the novel, poetry, screenwriting, children’s writing,
travel writing, crime writing, nature writing, life writing, journalism, playwriting,
teaching creative writing – or any combination of these.

If you are teaching or studying in the US, there are equally good reasons to
liaise with our network and keep informed of UK practice and research, and
the type of exchange programs that are proving increasingly popular. The
NAWE website publishes details of all employment opportunities for writers,
together with a comprehensive listing of events.

‘Beyond the Benchmark’

This research was commissioned by the UK’s Higher Education Academy to
investigate the current state of Creative Writing teaching and research in
Higher Education. Conducted by NAWE, it addressed the basic set-up of
each program, issues of student recruitment and transition, student
satisfaction and retention, provision of career development advice, pedagogy,
assessment, and research. It also considered current issues of change in HE
generally, and the consequent challenges for Creative Writing in particular.

The report will be published in the Summer 2013. If you wish to receive a
copy, please email Paul Munden, NAWE Director. paul@nawe.co.uk
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The following universities are promoting their programs through NAWE
at AWP Boston 2013 (Booth #214).

Anglia Ruskin University

Bath Spa University

Brunel University

Cardiff Metropolitan University

University of Chichester 

City University London

University of East Anglia

University of East London

Edge Hill University

Edinburgh Napier University

University of Glamorgan

University of Hull

Kingston University 

Lancaster University

University of Leicester

Newcastle University

Northumbria University

University of Nottingham

The Open University

University of Oxford 

University College Plymouth St Mark and St John

Royal Holloway, University of London

University of Southampton

University of Surrey

University of Winchester

University of York St John

About NAWE and its Annual Conference
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CREATIVE WRITING
at the UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON                                    

Creative Writing at UEL is more than a collection of degree
programmes.   We offer students fertile ground for experimentation
and the opportunity to explore traditions or to break away from old
forms and conventions.

Our teaching and research spring from a vision of writing that is culturally
diverse, practice-based and multi-disciplinary.  From BA Creative &
Professional Writing through MA Writing: Imaginative Practice (by distance
learning) to PhD research, UEL provides excellence in creativity, study and
professional development.

Our vision is informed by a commitment to diversity and excellence. It has an
impact on everything we do, defining and redefining the place of writing
within a landscape that is both global and local, placing centre-stage the role
of the writer.

Our focus is on new work that expands the writer’s personal frontiers and
allows the possibility of new, hybrid forms.  Our workshops are varied,
interdisciplinary and challenging, and emphasise the production of
contemporary writing that expresses the cosmopolitan and international
flavour of our university, 

PhD CREATIVE WRITINGContact: Tim Atkins         Email:  t.atkins@uel.ac.uk 
uel.ac.uk/gradschool/prospective/prosmphil

MA WRITING: IMAGINATIVE PRACTICE by Distance LearningContact: Tim Atkins             Email:  t.atkins@uel.ac.ukTessa McWatt   Email:  t.a.mcwatt@uel.ac.uk
uel.ac.uk/uelconnect/distance_learning/module_info/ma_writing

BA CREATIVE & PROFESSIONAL WRITINGContact: Helena Blakemore   Email: h.c.blakemore@uel.ac.uk
uel.ac.uk/programmes/adi/undergraduate/creativewriting

UEL has produced compelling, contemporary,
award-winning, nationally and internationally-
published writers. Why not join us?
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Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK

Enrolling now for September 2013 

MA and Postgraduate Certificate in
Creative Writing

•  Intensive writing workshops in poetry,
fiction and scriptwriting

• Study under some of the most exciting
writers in the UK: W.N. Herbert, Jackie
Kay, William Fiennes and Sean O’Brien

• Meet with editors, publishers and agents
to prepare for a career in writing

• Choose from a wide range of short
courses including Writing for Children
and Young Adults, Memoir Writing,
Writing for Radio and Documentary Film

• Take the opportunity to attend world
class literary events at Newcastle Centre
for the Literary Arts (www.ncl.ac.uk/ncla),
and join the vibrant literary community in
the North East of the UK!

www.ncl.ac.uk/postgraduate

W.N. Herbert

Jackie Kay

William Fiennes

Sean O’Brien

AWP Boston Booklet_Layout 1  07/02/2013  13:40  Page 19



20

AWP Boston Booklet_Layout 1  07/02/2013  13:40  Page 20



21

AWP Boston Booklet_Layout 1  07/02/2013  13:40  Page 21



22

English and Creative Writing
with The Open University 

Welcome to a world apart from any other way of learning, where our
English and creative writing curriculum offers an inspiring and practical
way of developing your writing skills. Using a combination of exercises,
assignments and feedback from your tutor, these courses will help you
find your own direction and style. With our world-leading blend of distance
learning and innovative study materials, you’ll get an exceptional learning
experience.

What do we offer?
Individual modules for ‘standalone’ study
BA (Hons) Humanities with Creative Writing (Q03)
BA (Hons) English Language and Literature (Q39) 
BA (Hons) English Literature (Q66)
For those looking for a greater challenge
MA in English (F58)
PhD in English
What would you like to explore?
Creative writing (A215)
Suitable for both new writers and those with some
experience, this course allows you to experiment
with fiction, poetry and life writing.
Advanced creative writing (A363)
Further experimentation with form, showing you
how to write for stage, radio and film. Explore how
these new scriptwriting skills might enhance your
prose style, improve your writing across the range
of forms, and further develop your individual style
and voice.

If literature is your passion
Reading and studying literature (A230)
A stimulating mix of classic texts and less well-known works from
a range of genres, including drama, poetry and prose fiction as
well as autobiography, travel-writing and film.
20th century literature: texts and debates (A300)
This course takes you right to the heart of twentieth-century
literature – the excitement it has caused, the provocative critical
debates it has generated and the political and historical
influences it has developed from.
Children’s literature (EA300)
A broad introduction to the vibrant and growing field of children’s
literature studies, from its beginnings in eighteenth-century
chapbooks and fairy tales to contemporary examples of fiction
illustrating current trends.
For those that need the foundations and confidence
The arts past and present (AA100)
An introduction to a broad range of arts subjects across different
cultures and historical periods.
Voices and texts (A150)
Focus on language in a wide range of contexts and from the
perspective of different academic subjects.
Where can you get more information?
You can view module tasters, other materials and find out more
at www.open.ac.uk/arts/english.Come and discover more

www.open.ac.uk/study
+44 (0)845 300 60 90
Mon-Fri 08:00–20:00 and Sat 09:00–17:00 INSPIRE LEARNING

The Open University is incorporated by Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt charity in England and Wales and a charity registered in Scotland (SC 038302).

“ ”
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National Association of Writers in Education

NAWE is the UK network for writers and writing programs,
offering publications, resources, events and services for all
those teaching or studying Creative Writing.

NAWE's mission is to further knowledge, understanding and enjoyment of
Creative Writing and to support good practice in its teaching at all levels. 

NAWE promotes Creative Writing as both a distinct discipline and an
essential element in education generally. Our membership includes those
working in Higher Education, the many freelance writers working in schools
and community contexts, and the teachers and other professionals who work
with them.

We welcome members from overseas, with the following subscription rates
available:

Associate Membership – £20: this rate is open to any writers, teachers,
students or other colleagues who wish to be involved and keep fully up to
date with our work. It provides reduced rates for all NAWE events and
publications, and free access to the NAWE magazine and its archive online.
Associate members in the US wishing to purchase printed copies may do so
at £30 for a full year (3 issues).

Institutional Membership – £195: this is primarily for universities and writing
organizations. It provides full access to resources (including the online
magazine) for up to 10 named individuals, together with reduced rates for all
events, publications and publicity (such as international promotions), plus one
library copy of the printed magazine. Courses and opportunities offered by the
institution are given maximum (free) publicity on the NAWE website, and one
free advertisement in the magazine. Universities in the US can receive further
printed magazines at the rate as above.

Overseas members are very much encouraged to contribute to the NAWE
magazine, Writing in Education, and to take part in our Annual Conference in
November.

To subscribe to NAWE, please use our online subscription
service at www.nawe.co.uk.
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Writers worldwide are invited to this essential UK event for
writers working or studying in universities and any other
educational and community contexts. 

The NAWE Conference enables writers to share their various approaches to
teaching writing at all levels and to address current issues. We are open to
any suggestions in terms of presentation format but we are likely to give
preference to workshop sessions or discussions where delegates can be
most actively involved. 

This year’s event takes place in York, 15-17 November, running from Friday
lunchtime through to Sunday midday. There will be special events on both
evenings. Previous speakers have included Alan Bennett (The History Boys),
Willy Russell (Blood Brothers), Graham Swift (Waterland, Last Orders), Kate
Mosse (Labyrinth) and Carol Ann Duffy (UK Poet Laureate).

If you wish to submit a proposal (deadline 1 May 2013), please refer to the
NAWE website: www.nawe.co.uk

Cover Image: derived from a painting by Fiona Edmonds Dobrijevich
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NAWE Conference 2013
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NAWE, PO Box 1, Sheriff Hutton, York YO60 7YU, England, UK

+44 (0)1653 618429  http://www.nawe.co.uk

NAWE is a Company Limited by Guarantee. 
Registered in England and Wales No. 4130442. 

NAWE is a member of the Council for Subject Associations.
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